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4 December 2006 
Dear Ms Christine Symes, 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990-SECTION 78 
SEVEN APPEALS BY NORA SHERIDAN AND OTHERS: 
RESIDENTIAL GYPSY SITES IN BEAUTY DRIVE, CAMILLA DRIVE, 
OAK PLACE, OAK LANE AND SWALLOW COURT, CRAYS HILL, 
BILLERICAY, ESSEX 

Supplementary to our letter of 21 November, we feel that it is 
important to comment further, as invited to do so by your letter of 17 
November regarding the contents of the letter of 16 November received 
by you from Ian Syers, in respect of Basildon District Council's failure 
to produce a Gypsy & Traveller Development Document. 

The main issue we wish to address in this communication is the 
council's allegation that a potential fire hazard exists at Dale Farm. 

Today I accompanied Martin Trevillion, Essex County Fire & Rescue 
Community Safety officer for Basildon on a four-hour tour of the 
properties at Dale Farm. The purpose was to inspect present fire safety 
measures and to advice on improvements. 

A copy of a report by Mr Trevillion furnished to the ITM 2006, dated 30 
November, is enclosed, covering the considersable fire safety work 
already carried out at Dale Farm. 



The inspection yesterday revealed that almost every property and yard 
(with the exception of those not at present being lived in) has a) 
hose-pipe connected to stand-pipe, b) smoke-alarms installed in 
caravans, mobile-homes and chalets. 

Many homes in addition have fire extinguishers. 

Notes were made and advice given on the spacing of caravans, 
regarding the need for a six-metre space between living quarters and a 
three-metre space in respect of utility units (kitchens, storage sheds, 
toilets etc). 

It was found that while a number of yards in Camilla Drive, Oak Place, 
Oak Lane and Swallow Court already comply with the regulations 
regarding spacing, others can readily meet the requirements simply by 
moving caravans within the space available (having reference to 
caravans and chalets in adjoining yards). 

For those yards requiring re-positioning of caravans etc, individual Fire 
Safety Plans have been drawn up in discussion with the residents for 
implementation as soon as possible. 

A further tour of inspection will be made within the next two weeks to 
gauge progress and offer on-going advice. 

After the second inspection, a report on the state of the Fire Safety 
Plan could be provided to you in respect of any of the individual yards. 

Over the past five years, as far as we are aware, the issue of Fire 
Safety has not previously been raised. It was not included in the 120- 
page Agenda of Basildon's Development Control and Traffic 
Management Committee published on 16 January 2006 which 
considered Dale Farm planning applications. 

As indicated in Mr Trevillion's Report (30 November) a great deal of 
interested and concern has been shown by Dale Farm residents, who 
co-operated with Essex Fire and Rescue in the production of the 
Fire Service Guide to FIRE for the Travelling Community (of which you 
have a copy). 

However, it is clear that while yard-owners have taken steps and are 
implementing further safety measures, time will be needed to meet all 
the detailed requirements. 

In some cases, during our tour yesterday, advice was given by Mr 
Trevillion for interim or provisional improvements. These included 
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provision of water sprinkler-systems inside chalets and mobile-homes, 
especially where two homes cannot be moved immediately, or can only 
be moved a limited distance to meet the six-metre spacing rule. Please 
bear in mind that moving a chalet is a big operation, where they have 
been plumped in, and may cost around £2,000). 

Mr Trevillion has expressed satisfaction in the way that individual yard- 
owners are responding to his advice and takes the view that progress 
to date has been considerable; and that this progress can be 
maintained over coming weeks as members of the community work to 
realize their individual Fire Safety Plans. 

Meanwhile, regarding the overall Fire Safety issue at Dale Farm, we 
can state again that two Fire Hydrants have been re-furbished and 
brought back into working order by Essex Fire & Rescue (one on Dale 
Farm itself, the other on Oak Lane). Discussion has taken place on a 
proposal to train several residents in the use of fire fighting equipment 
that could be positioned at Dale Farm. 


Yours sincerely, 


Grattan Puxon 
ITM 2006 



